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And the Children of Israel traveled fromv !(c;msex to Sukkos. The

dlstance between Ramses and Sukkos is 120 mil [roughly 75 miles), a
fistance which would take the average person three days to traverse,
It would certainly take at least twice as long for the women, the
bped, and the children, and all of the people burdened with their
hapgage. Nevertheless, they arrived at Sukkos on the very same day
fhat they left Ramses, as it is written: And [ carried you on eagles’
wings (Shemos 19:4). This teaches us that one who follows in the
path of God and places his trust in Him |s not forsaken by God, and
gxperiences His miracles.

When they arrived at Sukkos, they encamped there until the
Tullowing day. Our Sages teach that God made sukkos for the Chil- ~
dren of Israel there, Some maintain that God provided them with |
attual booths for shelter; others say that the sukkos he made for ‘
them consisted of seven clouds of glory which enveloped them and /

served as their protection. One cloud was placed under their fee:
like a carpet, one was above their heads like a shelter, four encircled
them from each side, and the seventh cloud went befare tham to
show them the way. Ail Israel dwelled in one sukkah — the sukkah
of the clouds of glory,

7 And, our Sages say, "both views are the words of the living
God.” At first He made actual booths for them, and then —ix
reward for forsaking their homes in Egypt, and for having dwelle¢
in temporary sukkos, without complaining to God — the Children
of Israel merited that God should surround them with His clouds of
glory.

90 / AROUND THE YEAR WITH REB MEILECH

The very first Mishnah in Masechta Succah tells us that a suc-
cah cannot be higher than twenty amos.

e One of the reasons the Gemara gives is that if a succah
would be higher than twenty amos, the person would be sitting
in_the shade of the defanos, the walls of the succah, and not the

s'chach.

i

W

hen the moment of redemption arrives, the nations of the
world will protest the favor shown to Klal Yisrael. They
will argue that they had not been given a proper chance,

so Hashem will give them the opportunity to prove themselves. |

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 3a) describes how Hashem will tell
them about an easy mitzvah called succah, and command them
to fulfill it.
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Each one of them will immediately go and build a succah on
the rooftop, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu will turn the full heat of
the sun on them, as in the month of Tammuz. They will be unable
to withstand the heat, and they will kick the succah walls and
leave.
~yWhy does the Gemara mention where these succos will be con-
‘structed, “on the rooftop” — what difference does it make where
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13 Sokkas- R, Bernskin

THE MESSAGE OF THE ANANEI HAKAVOD
'.I‘he commentators explain that Sukkos represents the state toward
which the other events were destined to bring us. The goal of the Exodus
as well as that of receiving the Torah, was to Enéﬂiﬁnﬁi_‘ﬁsmﬂ_tﬂ_bﬂi—
. come Hashem's people. The Ananei Hakavod mark the full attainment,

of that relationship, as they reflect the special protection and closeness \

. that Hashem bestowed upon us as His people. Indeed, the term “glory"}

in Tanach is a reference to the Divine Presence.’ Hence, the “Clouds of
Glory” are the clouds that demonstrate Hashem'’s Presence among His
people. Moreover, in many places throughout the Chumash and Tanacli-n
 Hashem is described as appearing “in a cloud.™ Therefore, surruunding:
Bnei Yisrael specifically with clouds represented Hashem, so to speak
bringing the Jewish People into His abode.® , J
We now understand why there is no festival commemorating the
manna or the well, even though they wer&mno less miraculous than

the Ananei Hakavod. The goal of the festival is not to commemorate a
miracle per se, but rather to highlight the closeness between Hashem
and His people. We fulfill this through dwelling in the sukkah, under
the shade of the schach. The verse in Tehillim describes Hashem's special
protection of the Jewish People as follows: “qoy 7 7w —Hashem is
your Guardian, Hashem is your Shade.® Thus, we sit in the sukkah and
have with Hashem whereby we are

celebrate the unique relationship we

His people—and He is our Shade.
Indeed, the very fact that we mark these clouds with a festival every

something about them that

year means that, by definition, there is
M affects us every year; for simply to remember a miracle that occurred in

t-a
LB
B TYANAWY AKX T 10T POt 107 KU R (R 170) AT MpnY 1MKa
BhY MRAWE MAST MY KIM /MRYD MWK ey 93 Ay FwnY oK LaTapn
- Smwapa
BT KYK 2993 [DIKD TIAT MW 13F MK T30 KT Sw nminm 17 KanN: M
O WM M0 Dww 12K TR PN Bapn KLA 9NK MMM 2D MY DMK? KPYT 0
oryoR Y33 BRIES 23 NR MDD MW MRS MY 1PN IRw WR3 K R7K
K17 OMIWT AT Y7 107 DN NK 710 N0 TR\ DNND KT YW PR 0T 6

MY QPR B3 SV Gy DM TN MY NP B3 I 7253 i 3T 0T Y BR N
DMWRIT A3

A DALAP) PRIYY TMD 1903 TWD NWA KM M3T NK waen SUNT TINT AT
Y YT DI RYT IR (W5 MKIAW) KTWT MIT DK KO0 KT (' KD DINRIT
ADSRAW YA Y133 KIFL[OWRT MUY WTILW TR 93w (173 "D Kp) eI 5w 3
}«:‘:x \BND MA57 MY ONK M0 A W - 19w A MIYIW ANV MRK Sy b
frwyn RO NXMA KA AT TR WK JIWET AWYD DY AW T30 MY DMK KT
bs:r-m KR DY SoM DRAWY NP3 MR KOK NK N AP0 YW Xy 931 .58
Loy Mmann e

KT SayT KOA AR SxAwr By 0% 1w TS M3 T Kan M0
T RPYT PR DUIYY 0T DWW MKW DYLT 23V Ko nma By DM oW T
Komm (Dw PR TME3 TK1AND) 37N YW Ny NNk TTwp Mo an nnnwy o
593 pa 073pn 1A TN Ta0KT Sy DM DMWT MAT MY DMK TR A0
qr By TSy NPEAW NK T T WK AN5ANT AT FAMKY 2N Y K PRI
53V RUM2 IRV

LRYT (IAXIWT 1T AMHE3) MI2103 YT (D) WU AT KI HUIT Mo S Sy
I TYRAW KT TOAM NI Y 03w BANPT MR’ ~ awn YA nanmm o
1

=3 pKE NAaR n:::. oILIP) K PR3
TV MK 2N KT
113 AR K

a3 oW LYD Py TNaT Yya Kan (7
MNWKY MW (XY 71"2) KNP K33 3003 W3R '8 5Y RYT

the past wouldn’t result in an ongoing festival. Thus, for example, the
event of the Exodus from Egypt initiated and established our spiritual
liberty and identity, the ongoing existence of which we celebrate each
year on Pesach. Likewise, the event of receiving the Torah is celebrated
on Shavuos each year because it directs and guides our lives every year
from that point. So too, the special close relationship with Hashem rep-
resented by the Ananei Hakavod is commemorated every year because,
have that relationship, even as we have moved from

we continue to

- actual Ananei Hakavod to Hashem's guidance of and supervision over

(“.%gs throughout our history.
- |

Yet even after the Vilna

do we commemorate receiving the Ananei Hakavod for the second time
and not the first? Surely, as miracles go, they were both equally mirac-

Gaon's answer, we may persist and ask, Why

ulous, so why wait?

However, when we appreciate that we commemorate the Ananei
Hakavod not as a miracle per se, but as an expression of our relation-
ship with Hashem, there is infinitely more reason to commemorate
their return, for this highlights an entirely new dimension within the

relationship, namely, not only is it special, but it is also enduring. Even
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“if we, God forbid, lose the clouds, we can reclaim them. Hence, it is the

if

month of Tishrei, the time when the clouds were restored to us, that

1(

contains the festival of Sukkos.

RN\
CLOUDS THAT SURROUND AND CLOUDS THAT GUIDE

There is an additional element here. The Vilna Gaon has stated that
when the Jewish People made the Eigel Hazahav, the Ananei Hakavod de-
parted frora them, and this idea can also be found in the Targum to Shir
it should be noted that there is a verse which seems
for in Sefer Nechemyak it states explicitly:

Hashirim.'* However,
to clearly indicate the contrary,
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Even though they made the graven calf and said, "This is your
god, Israel, who took you out of Egypt”... You in Your great mercy,
«did not abandon them in the wilderness, the pillar of cloud did
(ot depart from them by day to lead them on the way._":

How can the words of the Vilna Gaon be resolved in light of this verse?
A very stra;ightforward response adopted by some commentators is
that the when the verse in Nechemyah says that the cloud did not depart,
it refers specifically to the cloud that went before them, as the verse itself
specifies, “The pillar of cloud did not depart from them by day to lead
them on the way.” By contrast, the Vilna Gaon, who says that the clouds
departed when they made the Eigel Hazahav, is referring to the other
clouds that surrounded them on all sides.™
= The implications of this idea are most profound. As we have seen,
the Ananei Hakavod represent Hashem’s unique relationship with the
Jewish People. As such, even when they sinned with the Eigel Hazahav
and forfeited the full relationship—as expressed by the clouds that
surrounded them disappearing—nevertheless, the fundamental rela-
tionship, expressed by the pillar of cloud that guided them, remained.
This tells us that not only is our full relationship with Hashem ulti-
mately reclaimable, but our essential relationship with Him is unbreak-
able—even temporarily! Indeed, in this regard, we could say that it J
was the fact that the clouds never completely departed that allowed fo

. them to fully return.
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47 SUKKOS: A SYMPHONY OF JOY

s Sukkos continues this process by applying the same method,
not to what we do, but to what we own. Although we need to

awn things, we need to ensure that they do not take over and

become a value in themselves. Our homes and possessions are

p
QA
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meant to serve us, but if we don’t maintain our sense of per-

spective, we can easily e i .

The mitzvah of sukkah takes us out of the house and in so doing

de-emphasizes it and liberates us from it. The week spent in the sukkah,

» under the shade of the schach, allows us to reflect through experience on\ -

\ what we really need and what is really important. It is true that we do
not spend our entire lives in the suklah; at some point we will reenter
"our homes. However, the goalis that when we do finally come back

inside on Shemini Atzetes, it will be with the perspective we gleaned

and absorbed over the seven days spent in the sukkah,

5

hg((:)l—m(]-l. WALLS, AND BITACHON

The very first discussion in Maseches Sukkah relates to the accept-
able height of a kosher sukkah, The opening Mishnah states that if
a sukkah is higher than twenty amos (cubits), it is invalid." According

to one of the explanations given in the Gemara, the reason for this is
that one needs to be in the shade of the schach in order to fulfill the
mitzvah. If the walls are higher than twenty amos, one is no longer in

o'Lthe shade of the schach; rather, he is now in the shade provided by the

walls themselves.'”.
What is the significance of this idea? What is the ultimate difference

between sitting in the shade of the schach and the shade of the walls?

A most profound explanation of this matter is provided by R’ Yaakov

Ettlinger. " He prefaces by referring us to the well-known discussion in
i

the Midrash regarding Yosef's request of the chief butler to remember
him to Pharach. The Midrash sees.this request as a breach in the area
P p P
of bitachon (trust’in Hashem) and, moreover, states that Yosef was
/- . .« .
gﬁished for thefe words by having to spend two extra years in jail.*
Ne;_dlesé' to say, this Midrash requires some explanation. How are we
meant to understand this indictment of Yosef? Notwithstanding Yosef's
exalted spiritual level, was he expected to do nothing? We know that

there is a concept called hishtadlus (investing effort) that accompanies
one’s trust in Hashem. Was not the chief butler—who was about to be

reinstated to his position with Pharaoh—a reasonable avenue for such

hishtadlus?
One of the classic verses relating to the matter of bitachon —well-
known to us from the end of Birkas Hamazon—reads as follows:

Rlintslin butiai Rinil gton iyl vd g binly g

Blessed is the man who trusts in Hashem, and Hashem will be
his security.”

b 3 Seemingly, this verse has said the same thing twice: for if a person
trusts in Hashem, surely that means that Hashem is his security! Why
does the verse feel the need to spell this out?

3\ Rav Ettlinger explains that, in fact, it is possible for a person to trust
in Hashem but at the same time have something else as his security.

This occurs when one engages in a certain form of hishtadlus with
h

the assumption that if success comes, it will certainly come throug

this avenue, In this case, even if he trusts that blessing and success -

will not come unless Hashem bestows His blessing—so that he does
indeed trust in Hashem—nevertheless, he has placed his action as his

“security” in terms of what will make things work. In truth, full trust in
Hashem means that even as one engages respensibly and diligently in
actions that could reasonably help his situation, in the end, he trusts

y,
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:Heﬁages appropriate. In this way, not only does the person trust in
Hashem regarding the result, but ultimately, Hashem—and not the
avenue of hishtadlus in which he invested—is also his security in terms
of how that result will come about.

With this in mind, let us come back to Yosef's request from the chief
butler to remember him to Pharaoh. The verse reads:

VD PR IITINT TOM TIOY K TP T2 2t KD TN 30 DR D
. ST TV P AN

If only you will remember me. and you will please do me
a kindness and you will mention me to Pharaoh, then you will
get me out of this place.’®

&< With these words, Yosef was indicating that the only way he would
be able to leave his prison cell would be if the chief butler would re-
member him to Pharaoh. We can be in no doubt that Yosef knew that
this endeavor would not succeed without Hashem's blessing, so that he
trusted fully in Hashem, nevertheless, he was indicted for having the
chief butler—and not Hashem —as his security.

As we have discussed, one of the primary themes of the festival

of Sukkos is Hashem'’s protection and supervision of His people, as
embodied by the Ananei Hakavod that accompanied them through the
midbar. The walls of the sukkah represent a person’s Fishtadlus, upon
which he places the schach, representing Hashem's supervision. There\
is no question that one needs both in order to have a kosher sukkah.
The critical question, however, is, in whose shade does one reside? If
the walls are too high, then even though the schach is ultimately on
top of them, nevertheless, the person resides in the shade of the walls,

.i.",_-lay‘ing essential emphasis on his hishtadlus—and hence, the sukkah

ig invalid. Rather, the schach needs to be placed on top of the walls in
away that the person is directly in the shade of the schach, reflecting his

afull reliance on Hashem, not only in terms of what will happen, but also
through what it will happen. That is a kosher sukkah.

“Aip Hashem to grant him blessing and success through whatever means
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The defanos cannot be too high, says the Aruch LaNer, because
the wise person sits in the succah and raises his eyes to contem-
plate the s'chach, perceiving that it — symbol of the Hashgachah
that hovers above each and every person — is the ikkar, the pri-
mary aspect, of the mitzvah.

.. The walls represent the tangible, visible experience of this
world, but they are not reality. The goal of the succah is to allow
us to see the s'chach and p?nder its message.

Reb Meilech moves his hands, as if tapping the four walls,
and then raises his eyes. "Defanos here, defanos there, this
_phone call I should have made, that person I should have
qtet... no, look up and see the fruth, that the Basheffer says,

‘Ich feer di velt, I run the world’ ~ there is only Hashgachah,
and more Hashgachah. Look up und see the sky, because the
more you look up, the more you can see reality,” he says.

(;JAnd this clarity brings to simchah, to true inner joy.

The Gemara (Succah 2a) states: “Go out of your perma-
nent dwelling.” This means, says the Sfas Emes, to let go of
your attachment to wealth and possessions, and enter into His
embrace. That’s why this Yom Tov is zman simchaseinu, our time
of rejoicing, for there is no joy like the joy of one who truly has
faith in Hashem, as the Chovos HalLevavos writes. )

Therefore, concludes the Sfas Emes, we daven for the year
ahead throughout the days of this Yom Tov, the cries of Hosha na
we express each morning asking for health, sustenance, peace,
and blessing, all that a person needs in life. During these days,
when people see clearly that the source of their success lies not in
the field or storehouse, but only in the benevolence of the Ribbono
Shel Olam, then they can ask that the berachah never cease.

2 A Becnskein

JOY AND VISION
Notably, the de-emphasis of physical living as an essential value
known as “zman simchaseinu—the time of

oceurs during the festival
our joy.” True joy comes from involvement in meaningful pursuits.
Attaining a perspective on what is of primary and of secondary value
in life allows a person to invest the best of their energies in the former,
thereby enabling him to attain true joy.

I Indeed, the idea of restoring correct vision is essentially bound up
%ith the concept of the sukkah. Numerous commentators point out
that the word “sukkah” is related to the term “socheh,” which means “to

see”"0 for the goal of the sukkah is to enable a person to see things as
they should be seen. 38
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Questens | Answer - o Rbb: Lesb kiines

Over Succos, we can keep asking ourselves, “If [ could take the
controls out of Hashem’s hand for a minule and arrange a shid-
duch for myself, or heal myself, or give myself a baby, or get my
child to do better in school, would I want those controls?”

Then, answer the question for yourself. No, Hashem is even
smarter than 1 am. He loves me and does only what is good.
Therefore, | want Him to run the world even if it's hard to see the
good sometimes.

This would be a great thought to have when sitting in the

succah.
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