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7‘ ' Israel National News / Feb 17, 2025,/

Hostages in Gaza (6
/
Agam Berger, who was recently released from Hamas captivity, delivered a message

to the people of Israel in which she called for maintaining unity and working for the
return of the kidnapped.

oo p—

She continued her speech by calling for unity, noting that the division in Israel only
strengthens the enemy: "When we were there, and they (Hamas) saw our division - it
made them happy. They said that when we are together, it is strength. So | ask you,
despite all the differences, let's maintain unity and maintain our strength r
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And Rav Hamnuna said: One who sees multitudes of Israel,” six
hundred thousand Jews, recites: Blessed...Who knows all secrets.
One who sees multitudes of gentiles recites: “ Your mother shall be
sore ashamed, she that bore you shall be confounded; behold, the
hindermost of the nations shall be a wilderness, a dry land, and a des-
ert” (Jeremiah s0:12).

The Sages taught in a Tosefta: One who sees multitudes of Israel re-
cites: Blessed ... Who knows all secrets. Why is this? He sees a whole
nation whose minds are unlike each other and whose faces are un-
like each other, and He Who knows all secrets, God, knows what is in
each of their hearts. The Gemara relates: Ben Zoma once saw a mul-
titude [okhlosa]' of Israel while standing on a stair on the Temple
Mount. He immediately recited: Blessed...Who knows all secrets
and Blessed...Who created all these to serve me.

Explaining his custom, he would say: How much effort did Adam the
first man exert before he found bread to eat: He plowed, sowed,
reaped, sheaved, threshed, winnowed in the wind, separated the
grain from the chaff, ground the grain into flour, sifted, kneaded, and
baked and only thereafter he ate. And I, on the other hand, wake up
and find all of these prepared for me. Human society employs a divi-
sion of labor, and each individual benefits from the service of the entire
world. Similarly, how much effort did Adam the first man exert be-
fore he found a garment to wear? He sheared, laundered, combed,
spun and wove, and only thereafter he found a garment to wear. And
I, on the other hand, wake up and find all of these prepared for me.
Members of all nations, merchants and craftsmen, diligently come to
the entrance of my home, and I wake up and find all of these be-
fore me. S
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Rav Yeruchom Levovitz (Hebrew: ymmy omm; Rav Yeruchom Levovitz

¢, 1875 — 1936), also known by his hundreds of students
simply as The Mashgiach, was a famous mashgiach
ruchani and baal mussar (Jewish Ethics) at the Mir
Yeshiva in Belarus. o
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7’) 99b° CHEILEK  CHAPTER ELEVEN  SANMEDRIN

The Gemara continues with the story of Timna:

vampuch sy — [Timna] sought to convert to the faith of Abra-
ham, 3pyn pUY? B Yy ADXY — and came to Abraham,
‘Isanc and Jacob for that purpose,” mbap K%) — but they did
not accept her asa convert. 1Y 13 1077 WYy iy 1950 —
. She thereupon went and became a concubine of Eliphaz, the
sonof Esau, 1 mpwey npw Xom apwm nny — saying in expla-
pation, “It is better to be a maidservant to this nation  x%)
Ny pucy N3y xon — than to be a princess to any other
pation!”™  phyy Aym pR)~— From her issued Amalek,
by wpEy] — who distressed Israel so greatly.  xpyy 5o
— For what reason was Amalek able to cause Israel so much
anguish and pain? What sin did the Jews commit that caused them
_ to suffer so greatly at the hands of Amalek and his descendants?
mpY 1 w3k K97 — It was because (Abraham, Isanc and
Jacob] should not have rejected [Timnal. Because the Patri-
archs refused to accept her as a convert, God caused their descend-

ants to suffer at the hands of her descendants, W Fewee===""""

3) Yalkut HaMeiri (hy Babbi Abraham Meir Isresl) suggeets that the
Patriarchs were aware that Timna was primarily motivated by ber
desire to marry into Abrabam's family, However, Jowish law

thoss who wish to convert in order to marry n Jew (Yoreh Deah 268:12;
seo also Hogohos Yovetz). )
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