
The Haftarot recited between the 17th of Tammuz and Sukkot relate not to the weekly

Torah reading, but instead to the workings of the covenant between God, His people, His

Land, and humanity. After the Temple’s destruction described in the Haftarot of the

“Three of Affliction” ( דפורענותאתלת ) and Tisha B’Av, the “Seven of Comfort” ( דנחמתאשבע )

comforted the exiled Jewish people, assuring their eventual glorious redemption.

Between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the “Two of Repentance” (Aramaic: תרתי
-(דתיובתא recited on Tzom Gedaliah (by Ashkenazim only) and Shabbat Shuva- encourage the people to repent in

order to achieve the promised redemption.

Two of Repentance #1 (Tzom Gedaliah): Isaiah 55:6-56:8

Ashkenazim recite this Haftarah during mincha in accordance with their practice to recite it during mincha

of every fast day (other than Yom Kippur) to encourage righteous acts and giving charity on fast day afternoons.
1

During the Ten Days of Repentance, however, this Haftarah also serves as the first of the “Two of Repentance.”
2

Indeed, the Talmud and Maimonides identify the time in its opening verse for individuals “to seek God while He

may be found” as the “Ten Days of Repentance” between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
3

The Haftarah is one of the prophecies of the final third of the book of Isaiah. Overall, these prophecies

address Israelites in exile: Northern Kingdom exiles in Assyria, future Judean exiles in Babylon, and more. The

Haftarah, in particular, addresses exiles whose thoughts and deeds are sinful and wrong, as well as others who

fear that God has cut them off despite their loyalty to Him. Isaiah tells them that God’s thoughts and deeds are far

exalted above theirs, and that His promise to save them soon is inviolable. To deserve redemption by God who is

both righteous and forgiving, they must return to Him by abandoning evil, pursuing righteousness in society, and

observing the Sabbath. God will then accept their repentance and end their exile. Their journey home to the Land

will be joyful and peaceful, heralded by nature and permanently changing it. The exiles, those loyal to God who

nonetheless fear that He has cut them off, and all nations devoted to God will return to the Temple, a House of

prayer, joy, sacrifices, and eternal closeness to God. God will gather ever more devotees unto them and Him.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 55:6-7: All should seek and call upon God when He is near. Since God is merciful and forgives, evildoers

should abandon their ways and those who think sinfully should abandon their thoughts.

Isaiah 55:6 נ״ה:וישעיהו

Seek the Lord while He may be found. Call upon him while He is near. הוּ בִּהְֽיוֹת֥וֹ קָרֽוֹב׃ דִּרְשׁ֥וּ ה' בְּהִמָּצְֽא֑וֹ קְרָאֻ֖

Verses 55:8-11: By contrast, the thoughts and ways of God are far exalted above those of people. He fulfills His

word as reliably as Earth’s water cycle sustains agricultural production.

Isaiah 55:8 נ״ה:חישעיהו

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My

ways,” says the Lord.

ם י נאְֻ֖ ם דְּרָכָ֑ ם וְלֹ֥א דַרְכֵיכֶ֖ י לֹ֤א מַחְשְׁבוֹתַי֙ מַחְשְׁב֣וֹתֵיכֶ֔ כִּ֣
ה'׃
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Isaiah 55:6; Rosh Hashanah 18a; Maimonides, Laws of Repentance 2:6 (see Connection).
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As explained in Haftarah Helper for Fast Days.
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Verses 55:12-13: When God fulfills His word to return the exiles to the Land, they will depart and travel with joy

and peace. Mountains and forests they pass through will rejoice. Myrtles and cypress trees will replace thorny

plants of the wilderness they pass through, enduring permanently as a sign of God’s kindness.

Isaiah 55:12 נ״ה:י״בישעיהו

For you shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the

mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and

all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

ים וְהַגְּבָע֗וֹת אוּ וּבְשָׁל֖וֹם תּֽוּבָל֑וּן הֶהָרִ֣ ה תֵצֵ֔ כִּיֽ־בְשִׂמְחָ֣
ה ימְִחֲאוּ־כָףֽ׃ י הַשָּׂדֶ֖ ה וְכָל־עֲצֵ֥ יפְִצְח֤וּ לִפְניֵכֶם֙ רִנָּ֔

Verses 56:1-2: God will soon save His people, revealing His righteousness. Accordingly, God’s people must pursue

justice and righteousness, keep God’s sabbaths, and avoid evil.

Isaiah 56:1 נ״ו:אישעיהו

Thus says the Lord, Keep judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is

near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

ה ה כִּיֽ־קְרוֹבָ֤ ט וַעֲשׂ֣וּ צְדָקָ֑ ר ה' שִׁמְר֥וּ מִשְׁפָּ֖ ה אָמַ֣ ֹ֚ כּ
י לְהִגָּלֽוֹת׃ ישְׁוּעָתִי֙ לָב֔וֹא וְצִדְקָתִ֖

Verses 56:3-7: Exiled Jews who are eunuchs who cannot father children, and converts from other peoples, fear

they have no future with God and His people. God promises them an eternal memorial at His Temple, where they

will rejoice, pray, and sacrifice along with all other peoples.

Isaiah 56:7 ישעיהו נ״ו:ז

I will bring them to My holy mount, and I will cause them to rejoice in

My house of prayer, their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be

acceptable upon My altar, for My house shall be called a house of prayer

for all peoples.

י ית תְּפִלָּתִ֔ י וְשִׂמַּחְתִּים֙ בְּבֵ֣ ר קָדְשִׁ֗ ים אֶל־הַ֣ וַהֲבִיאוֹתִ֞
י י בֵיתִ֔ י כִּ֣ ם לְרָצ֖וֹן עַלֽ־מִזבְְּחִ֑ ם וְזבְִחֵיהֶ֛ עוֹלֹתֵיהֶ֧

א לְכָל־הָעַמִּיֽם׃ בֵּית־תְּפִלָּ֥ה יקִָּרֵ֖

Verses 56:8: God will gather ever more people unto His people.

Isaiah 56:8 נ״ו:חישעיהו

The Lord God who gathers the outcasts of Israel says: “Yet will I gather

others to him, besides those who are already gathered.”

יו ץ עָלָ֖ ל ע֛וֹד אֲקַבֵּ֥ י ישְִׂרָאֵ֑ ץ נדְִחֵ֣ נאְֻם֙ ה' א-קים מְקַבֵּ֖
לְנקְִבָּצָיֽו

Connection

During the “Ten Days of Repentance”, God is closest to those seeking to repent.

Maimonides, Laws of Repentance 2:6 משנה תורה, הלכות תשובה ב:ו

Although repentance and calling out [to God] are good at all times,

during the ten days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, they are

even better and are accepted immediately as (Isaiah 55:6) states, "Seek

the Lord while He may be found." When does the above apply? To an

individual. But [regarding] a community- whenever they repent and cry

out wholeheartedly, they are answered immediately as (Deuteronomy

4:7) states: "(What nation is so great that they have God close to them,)

as God, our Lord, is whenever we call Him."

אַף עַל פִּי שֶׁהַתְּשׁוּבָה וְהַצְּעָקָה יפָָה לָעוֹלָם. בַּעֲשָׂרָה
הַיּמִָים שֶׁבֵּין ראֹשׁ הַשָּׁנהָ וְיוֹם הַכִּפּוּרִים הִיא יפָָה
בְּיוֹתֵר וּמִתְקַבֶּלֶת הִיא מִיּדָ שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר )ישעיה נה ו(

"דִּרְשׁוּ ה' בְּהִמָּצְאוֹ".  בַּמֶּה דְּבָרִים אֲמוּרִים? בְּיחִָיד.

אֲבָל צִבּוּר- כָּל זמְַן שֶׁעוֹשִׂים תְּשׁוּבָה וְצוֹעֲקִין בְּלֵב
שָׁלֵם הֵם נעֲַניִן שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר )דברים ד ז( "כַּה' אֱ-קינוּ

בְּכָל קָרְאֵנוּ אֵלָיו":
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