Gad’s Greatness

T'oOwn 719N

Rabbi Pinches Fri&iman |
Parshas Re'eh - Elul 5782 NFAN 90
l Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by referring
to the teachings of the Bnei Yissaschar (Elul 1, 8). He writes
that the month of Elul aligns with the tribe of Gad. This s
consistent with the assertion of the Sha'arei Orah (5) that the

twelve months of the calendar year—beginning with Nissanand
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ending with Adar—align with the arrangement of the banners
and encampments of the twelve tribes in the midbar. The first
three months of the year—Nissan, lyar, Sivan—align with the
first banner representing the tribes of Yehudah, Yissachar, and
Zevulun. The next three months—Tamuz, Av, and Elul—align
with the second banner representing the tribes of. Reuven,
Shimon, and Gad. The next three months—Nissan, Cheshvan,
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and Kislev—align with the third banner representing the tribes amitnBan

of Epliraim, Menashe, and Binyamin. The last three months—
Teves, Shevat, and Adar—align with the fourth banner
representing the tribes of Dan, Asher, and Nattali. 6 - —

as a wife, Zilpah, Leah’s maidservant, bore Yaakov a son.

According to this scheme, the month of Elul aligns with the Leah said, “Good fortune has come!” and she named him

Lribe of Gad—the third shevet on the second banner. [nasimilar B
vein, Rabhi Tzadok HaKohen, zy"a, writes in Pri Tzaddik (Rosh
Chodesh Elu) 3): The holy Ari, who viewed the twelve months
as corresponding Lo the twelve shevatim, considered the

month of Elul to correspond to Shevet Gad.

Gad. Now, according to tradition, the word "733" 15 writlen as

~4 asingle word, but it is read as two words--""13 k3",

¥ Rashi comments: "3 x3"—this means that a good sign
has come . .. According to an aggadic Midrash, these words

& imply that he was born circumcised . . . but | do not know
why it is written as one word. Alternatively, why is it

When we consider all of the tragic events of the past

year, knowing and believing sincerely that they were all
_Xprcdetcrmined at the start of the year, whose heart will not

shudder at this time. This applies even Lo the consummate
t7zaddik. For, in the words of the wisest of all men (Koheles 7,
20); "R €71 218 FIWEY TR FIND PUIE PR OO »='—for there is no
man so wholly righteous on earth that he always does good
and never sins. All the more so, should simple people like us
tremble with fear in anticipation of the Day of Judgment.

Therefore, in His infinite mercy and kindness, HKB'H
gives us the month of Elul, at the end of the year, to focus on

read as one word? Because it can be interpreted to mean
‘Metraycd me by lying with my maidservant” ... The
commentarics arc baffled by this latter comment L seems
igmnceivablc that Leah Imeinu would have blamed Yaakov for
betraying her; after all, it was her suggestion that Yaakov try to
conceive a child with Zilpah. ‘As it is written: "She took Zilpah

her maidservant and gave her to Yaakov as a wife.”
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complete the lofty level of teshuvah required of us during the

égeshuvah. With this month of preparation, we can reach and
ten days of teshuvah— Aseres Yimel Teshuvah—extending == T my3an RED - e aumEs o - TR
from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur. In this merit, we will be
inscribed and sealed for good for the year 1o come.
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To reinforce this connection, we can suggest that this

alluded to very nicely in the passuk related to the birth of Gad

i

(Bercishis 30, 9): 1nm nARsw nesT MK MERTRTIE 1TAY 13 KT RN
NAPR T3 K3 FIRY MRN1.43 30 AT ARDY REYY TIN MURT APt “mn
C11mw e When Leah saw that she stopped giving birth,
she took Zilpah her maidservant and gave her Lo Yaakov
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Rashi’s first explanation, that Gad was born with a
“Muazel Tov,” is consistent with the comments of Targum
Yonasan and Tarqum Yerushalmi (Bereishis 30:11): Gad would
lead Klal Yisrael in the conquest of the Seven Nations and be
the first to inherit a portion of Erefz Yisrael. Rashi’s second
explanation states that Gad was born circumcised. This is
indicative of a mortal who is not bound by the restrictions of
Olom Hazeh, but one who is capable of conquering the higher )
worlds, while still in a mortal state. As the Maharal states
(Chidushei Aggados, Sotah 12), one who is born circumcised
“approaches G-dliness without mortality.” The orlah —

* foreskin — is symbolic of Olom Hazeh; in order to approach
G-dliness it is imperative to remove that physical barrier. A
human being who is born without that physical barrier, like
Moshe Rabbeinu, is destined from birth not to have the
inhibitions of this world. The Midrash says regarding Moshe,
who was born circumcised,
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The lower half of his body was that of a man,
the upper half, was that of an angel (Devarim
Rabbah 11:4).

The Maharal elaborates:
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MY
Moshe was not restricted to the inhabitants of
the upper world, nor was he restricted to the
inhabitants of the lower world (Chidishei

Aggados, Sotah 13:). |
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medicines that they didn't have. We live much longer than .mmoohw
they did. So what does it mean that we are weaker than they B
were? = —

TIRT N2

It means that our resolve, our spirituality, is weaker. We

are chalushei ko'ach in our willpower. We are so connected y % mawn oTRE MWYN
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to the physical that we can’t emotionally handle additional ST (PRI TS TIOP 9 IR 08,1099 ) :
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things in life. It doesn’t matter if supper is an ordinary supper, L\
or if it is lamb chops. 1t’s not important. It's not significant - - -
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. Kzdushah is found whenever there is harmony and connection
Betwsen the higher and lower worlds. There is potential kedushah
2 every aspect of our homes, The mechanism for bringing kedushah
ito our homes is through mitzvot. As the Reisheit Chochmah explains,

k:2ushah enters our world through our ability to connect to Hashen
light that exists in the higher worlds (Shaar Ha'Kedushah 1:15). B [
mitzvah produces a garment of light that clothes our neshame
Whenever we de a mitzvah, we draw down this light. For this reasot

the blessing we say on a mitzvah is, “Who makes us holy,” and “Whﬁ
commanded us.”

The Nefesh Hachaim teaches that the moment we decide to do a mitEE
vah, there is an immediate spiritual response (see § Shaar 1, Chapter @
note). There is a light of holiness which surrounds us That light stayg
with us and helps us finish the mitzvah. This is the beauty of the proce
of doing a mitzvah, reflected in the berachah we make on the mltzvahg
The text of the berachah is first, “Who makes us holy” and then, 'm
commanded us.” This is because our thoughts draw down kedushah an(ﬁ
siyata d'Shmaya even before we've done the mitzvah, When we en
our minds with the actions of our bodies, when we conrnsct body and
soul, the harmony in ourselves between our souls and our actions has
the ability to fill our homes with light. (For a more in-depth discussion,
sze The Living Marriage, Lesson 4:1.)

9

~ Thisisthe pov'er of all of the small and repetitive acts that fill our liveg

and our homes. They are all mitzvot. Therefore, every one of them ig.-
an opportunity to draw the light of Hashem into our homes. Kedushah
comes into our homes, not despite our mundane tasks, but fhro:..gh
' them, and through our ability to engage with them. The strength we
draw on to accomplish this is called our koach ha'hachanat, our ability to

prepare the physical world—for ourselves and others—to be a conduit
for kedushah.

The chessed we do in our homes highlights the importance of the
people in our homes. [t expresses with our actions, “You are important
enough for me to make you a meal, or wash your clothes, or make your
bed.” We could also express, “I want you to enjoy having the energy

_of clean clothing, or tasty food” When we join our thoughts and our
actions, then our actions transmit not just physical improvement, but
also positive energy and spiritual light. All our energy comes from,

.Hashem. Hashem gives it to us, and we give it back by using it to serve

x"f;ﬁm. When we use our energy to mindfully prepare for the physical

_needs of the members of our family, we include them in this process.
For example, every article of clean clothing is energizing for the one

who wears it, When we wash clothing, we are transferring the energy
that we receive from Hashem into the clothing. Our family members
can then take that energy from the clean clothing and use it to continue
the chain, joyfully serving Hashem in this world. Jhat, at least, is our
hope and prayer for them. Each time that we mindfully take care of the
needs of our family members, we are not just connecting to them, but
to Hashem as well. We are sharing the light of our mitzvah with them.
#1t is our internal dialogue with ourselves and with Hashem—and
our recognition that what we are doing is a mitzvah—that brings the
kedushah into our homes. We can shape our internal dialogue and our
awareness using lashon rakah, which is an invitation to gently find con-
nection in every circumstance. Gently reminding ourselves to have this
awareness can bring a lot of joy to everything that we do. When we take
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3% Zlo) N euh G0l &uassef there shail be a
destitute person among you, among any of your breth-
ren in any of your cities, in the Land that Hashem your
G-d gives you, you shall not harden your heart or close
your hand against your destitute brother. Rather, you
shall surely open (paso'ach tiftach) your hand to him;
you shall lend him his requirement, whatever he is
lacking.” (Devorim 15:7-8)

The Nachalas Dovid comments on the words

“naso’ach tiftach” which comprise a .double usage of

the word “to open.” Using the word “pasoach” alone
surely would have sufficed. The Nachalas Dovid ex-
plains to us that this is an insight into the psycho-
dynamics of a person in need. One who is forced to

{gccqpt tzedakah is usually ashamed and embar-
rassed. If the first time he comes to ask for charity

he is dealt with in an unsympathetic manner—with

a frown or other disparaging look or remark—then
he will surely refrain from returning a second time

to ask for assistance. Therefore, our posuk says,
“paso’ach tiftach”—open your hand in a way that will

'\'<¢ncourage the needy person to come back a second
time, and a third time. The way to do this is to give
with a warm heart and a cheerful countenance. Also,
the gift can be given over in the manner of a “loan,”
in a way that the poor person will feel good about

N

himself.

In this poignant teaching of the Nachalas Dovid,
we find the basic Torah philosophy concerning giv-
ing, which should be second nature to all of us. In
today's world there is a myriad of causes that request

, our help. Sometimes we are approached at incon-

yenient times, or when we are simply not “in the

mood.” When we respond in an unfriendly way, we

—
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may be guilty of two transgressions—nol giving Arapn (o1 wEl b33 npman ph! awsim . 1T
9 Lzedakah, and we may have discouraged the poor by "O¥PW nY3 DA MY UMK 10w ®7IN7 9903 IKIAMI @?ﬁ’%
o ST - " TR D (7
giving therm the message that we don't care about JApTS DIRA N Twp Aonen, Jesy M Tl B 20
T : T ; mom Tm Bon w1 ma? o~
their plight. BT 13PN Arn T apT LI 1
o TP 3 nean nwses 1o R JoM PRI TYY AR mpTEY.
- . . . TERES o npwn g oan) FRIN RN 3N3 131 QL
We may not realize how important tzedakah giv- DRDI I APTE T o . PAR 2990 %3 (A
i be fi in additi he life-savi Fovn v o 2 wyet) 2007 il R i &
ing ma‘y e for us, in a. ition to the 1.e-sav‘mg g ApTE MY YAD n¥Y 0D 0P
dollars it offers for the destitute. There are times in a _ wmm woArn W R P
person’s life where he may be in need of “Heavenly 3»]
grace”—perhaps a person has does something ~—  —' - )
wrond and is in need of a tikun for his aveiros. meanings, As itis written-- "mag"=it connotes betrayal, alludin
" B
Therefore, Hashem, who is full of compassion for all %‘IEWS'{{LIM v'shalam, wha have sinned against Hashem. As -
i P it is read-- "raga"-it alludes to the arrival of the 7
people, guides the poor person to solicit funds at that s ok takiparrhalof thewenth ol U],

a month of good fortune. As explained, Elul aligns with the _
[ tribe of Gad, the month in which HKB"H is e 973 -in which
lle treats penitents—those who perform sincere teshuvah-—

specific moment, from the person who needs to

make amends. with divine mercy and leniency.

o) i i o - :

OU‘ With this understanding, we can clarify Rashi's comment
Chazal tell us: “Tzedakah tatzil mi'maves— very "ilfe‘.‘r'f "13 k3"—this means that a good sign has come.

tzedakah saves a person from death.” The meforshim Gad has a greater association with “mazal tov" than any of the

sl Why is it that specifical!y fradiball. SavES. B other tribes. In his writings, the Bnei Yissaschar (Elul 1, 3)

person, and not a different mitzvah, such as Shabbos
or Torah learning? The great tzaddik R’ Yisroel of
Rizhin explains. that sometimes a person is in-
formed of a great need in the community, and the
amount that is needed is really much more than the

interprets the passuk (Mishlei 18, 22): po1 210 Nu1 20K Ky
"=m nz1—one who has found a wife, has found goodness,
and has brought forth favor from Hashem. He writes
that this passuk alludes to the month of Elul, whose zodiac
éiﬁn—"mazal"—is Virgo, a woman. So, the passuk is saying

person has the ability to give. [Towever, since he has that when a Jew reaches the month of Elul, represented by

such a great desire to do good. he pushes himself ' a_virtuous woman, he can begin to discern how to hehave

and goes beyond the limit in order to give what is properly and what wrongdoings require making amends

< necessary. This self-sacrificing act of charity makes .y Via teshuvah. By doing 50, he will bring forth favor from
a great imprégsion in Heaven. As we know, everyonc Hashem, Who desires the teshuvah of Yisrael in Elul.

has a certain amount of years he is granted on earth. Sg This is implied by Rashi's comment: "1 xa"—when the

When somebody goes beyond his means to give, in month aligning with Gad comes, s ava—1KB"H accepts

Ileaven there is a middoh k'neged middoh, quid pro the lowly sinners back into good standing via teshuvah. And

quo. Because this person pushed himself beyond his ~ he adds: "an 9 x2'—in the merit of Gad, whose "mazal” is

limits, Hashem will add years to his life, beyond his X Virgo, it is like finding a virtuous woman and understanding

original limits. what it means to be good.

| would also like to propose an explanation for Rashi's

‘3& - é&‘&“‘" ol‘ £ Cth explanation based on tllcpaggadic Midrash that Gad was horn

7”1 Is an Acronym for o'v'1 bnv'a Signifying that circumcised. The implication is that Gad was the Oi.ﬂy one

HKB”H Accepts the Teshuvah of a Sinner of the shevatim that was horn circumeised, and this is what

prompted Leah to name him Gad. lLet us refer to the Ba'al

It appears that we can provide a reasonable explanation HaTurim (Nitzavim). He finds an allusion to the month of Elul

by intreducing what Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz, in the following passuk (Devarim 30, 6): w3z AN TR T ey

ztz"l, writes in Tzemach Tzaddik (Elul). He also points out
that the month of Elul aligns with the shevet of Gad according

your G-d, will circumcise your heart and the heart of

/"-'-..._;‘\

"wp1 9221 7z ‘733 TEPR ‘N DR manNy vt 235 n—Hashem, %

Lo the order and arrangement of the bapners. This is hecause * your offspring, to love Hashem, your G-d, with all your

it 15 the time designated for teshuvah, to make amends for heart and with all your soul. The first letters of the words

‘all of the wrongdoings onc committed during the entire- 23 nx'1 733’y e--spell Yrisw--alluding to the fact that HKB"H

épast year. Despite these wrengdoings, LIKB"1I, in his infinite ? cjrcumcises the hearts of Yisrael during the month of Elul to

merey and kindness, accepts a person's teshuvah,  This } rid them of the negative influence of the yetzer hara, enabling

is alluded to by the name 7"a which is an acronym for a2 them to perform teshuvah and serve Hashem with a pure

ory'r (loosely translared: assisting or rehabilitating the lowly heart. Accordingly, we can posit that HKB"H arranged for Gad
and downtrodden). In other words, HKB"H treats the lowly /o be horn circumeised as a symbolic gesture o the fact thaty
sinners with undue kindness. We acknowledge this in our in the future, HKB"H would circumcise the hearts of Yisrael ink
’7§J Selichot prayers: "pnbT 1psT owwam mra"—as paupers and the month of Elul aligned wifh Shevet Gad to arouse thew

beggars do we knock at Your doors. perform teshuvah.

In this light, we can comprehend th‘@ pronouncement of
“Wl.eah Imeinu, She foresaw via “ruach hakodesh” that Yisrael
would be provided @ month of teshuvah in the merit of Shevet
Gad. Hence, she hinted to this by saying "=", which has two
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exactly the point that Dovid Hamelech stresses in these pesukim: Even when a person
feels that Hashem is causing him to suffer, he must recognize that this very suffering
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“Do not hide Your Face from me; do not reject Your servant
wrathfully; You have been my support” (Tehillim 27:9 - the perek
that begins, “For Dovid, Hashem is my Light”).

ey NI BTS SE TN IN0T PR e, s T Anen o
e Aen by b meann T

“And do not hide Your Face from us, as You did [as related in the
pasuk), ‘I will surely hide My Face on that day™ (Peirushei Siddur
Hatefillah LeRokeach, on the prayers for a fast day).

is itself a form of Divine aid.” This being the case, not only is it possible (o give
thanks to Hashem for the suffering we experience, it is actually necessary to do s0.!!

You Have Been My Support

We can now explain the pasuk with which we began (Tehillim 27:9): “Do not
hide Your Face from me.... You have been my supporl.” As we have seen, when «
person recognizes that the troubles he experienced in_the past were sent to him by
Hashem Himself, then he becomes worthy of Divine favor. Thus Dovid Hamelech
declares, “You have been my support,” in the past tense, to indicate his recognition
that Hashem has always been helping him, and even his past suffering was a form of
Divine assistance.”” With that in mind, Dovid asks Hashem - just as He has always
aided him - “De not hide Your Face from me."

‘[he essence of teshuvah is to recognize how one has sinned, to confess one's sins
and to draw close to Hashem. The days of Elul are a time when the ravi adjures us to
“seek out Hashem when He is found.” At this time we must make ourselves aware of
the fact that everything Hashem does is for our benefit, and that He always desires

The wording of the pasuk cited above is puzzling. Tn that pasuk Dovid Hameled, That we return to Him, I we internalize this awareness, then Hashem will no longer

eseeches Hashem not to “hide His Face"

from him. Yet it scems the next worc!

pear lo us as if He is concealing Himsell from us, and we will be able to return 1o

hould have been phrased in the future tense — “You shall be my support,” rather thad Him in true. wholchearted repentance. .
it is is even more puzzling in light of the Rokeacﬂ

n the past tense, as they appear.' Th

explanation of the pasuk as a petition o Hashem not to hide His Face as He did in the

gast, If Hashem actually did "hide His Tace” in the past, then how could Dovid make ")

the statement, "You have been my support”? It would seem that the opposite was true

- that the past was a time of Divine concealment, not Divine aid. )

Yo

A Call from Above

The wording of the Jewish people’s statement, as it is expressed in the pasuk, offers
vet another indication that they will not attribute Hashem's concealment to their own
_misdeeds. ‘Lhe Torah states thal Klal Yisrael will declare, “It is because my G-d is not
‘in my midst that all this evil has befallen me.” Were the Jewish people to recognize that
their tribulations are a result of their sins, they would never refer to their suffering as
“evil.” On the contrary, they would recognize that whatever misfortunes befall them
were sent by Hashem for their benefit, in order to induce them to repent,

Thus, by referring to_the “evil” that has befallen them, Klal Yisrael will indicate
that they have failed to recognize that their suffering is intended as a means fo enable
‘them to elevate themselves and rectify their past wrongdoings. Then, not only will
Dﬁw\' miss out on the intended benefit of their suffering, they will also commit an
zdditional wrong by interpreting their troubles as a sign that Hashem wishes evil to
“befall them, rather than recognizing that whatever befalls them is truly in their own
Fest inlerests. Because of their mistaken perceplions, Klal Yisrael will be unaware that
zhe “evils” they experience arc actually a call from Above, a sign from Hashem, Who

‘@es to see every sinner repent and to draw close to Him again.

The “Festival” of Tishah B'Av

This can explain another puzzling stalement of Chazal. We are > taught that ‘lishah
Eav is called a mwed, a “festival,” as in the pasuk (Lichah 1:15), “He proclaimed a
,':i?__s:i\'al for me, o break my young men.” This, of course, is extremely perplexing; how

' can Tishah B'Av, the day when the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed and the Jewis!
peaple were exiled from their Land, be considered a “festival”?’ ;
Based on the approach we have developed, the answer to this question shoul
be clear: If the Jewish people recognize that their suffering is the product of Divi
love® and that Hashem uses their suffering to impel them to repent, then they wi '
recognize the vast amount of Divitke lave that the day of Tishah B'Av reveals. If Kl
Yisruel come to this realization, thengalong with their profound pain over the loss
the Beis Hamikdash and the tragedies that have beset our nation on that day, they wi
also rejoice in the revelation of Hashem's love for them. Once this happens, it is onl
~ patural that they will heed Hashem's call to return to Him in wholehearted teshuva

By recognizing that the Churban and the accompanying wocs that befell the
were sent by Hashem, the Jewish people will atone for their sin of having declared,
“It is because my G-d is not in my midst that all this evil has befallen me.” With th
recognition they will be thankful to Hashem even for their suffering, understanding
that all their troubles are Heaven-sent, for their own benefit, and they will truly'if
understand the meaning of the “festival” of Tishah B'Av. 4
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L}E’ 172 oe CONSTANT MITZVAH 4: LOVING HASHEM
* Suffering . -

Finally, Ramban, based on the Midrash, teaches that suffering
for Hashem will cause us to love Him. The question of why we
suffer is not limited to tragedies of epic proportions. Although the
Midrash focuses primarily on those dying for Hashem, Ramban
applies it to any-form of suffering. rL_i’fii_s tough, and we go through
much hardship. Rare is the moment when we find ourselves with-
out some issue to struggle with. We may be willing to overlook our
difficulties when we compare them to those of friends or nei ghbors i
whom we consider more unfortunate than us, but in truth, since the
world was created for us and our p!asure, we should never suffer?
1f wee do, we must try to figure out why Hashem is bringing it upon
us. We must take an honest look at our lives and try to interpret
the messages Hashem is sending. We must determine which areas
in life He wants us to repair. We must make sure that we are not
ignoring our suffering simply because we feel comfortable with our
spiritual standing and don’t want to exert ourselves to improve it.

Suffering can therefore bring us closer to Hashem, but only=
it we crave that closeness. If we are afraid to come closer to Him
focause we think that it will make our life uncomfortable, we will
not grow from suffering, we will resent it. But if we open our mind
tp the possibility of a happier, more meaningful life, we can begin
- to appreciate the challenges. Eventually, we will love Hashem for

providing us with the motivation to help us grow.
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