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138 » INSIDE CHANUKAH R, Shickaf=

The Bnei Yissaschar explains that the source of the letters and v

PaE is the word myv3, which is comprised of those letters. The

word My appears in Parashas Vayigash'®* when Yaakov, on his
way down to Egypt to Yosef, sent Yehudah ahead to meet Yosefin

the Egyptian province of Goshen, where the Jews were planning
to reside (see Bereishis 46:28). His purpose in doing so was to
have Yehudah set up a yeshivah there in time for Yaakov’s arrival
(see Rashi there). The passuk reads: qpr-on v8% N2y nPm NN
W NN NDN MY 199 TNy — And he [Yaakov] sent Yehudah
ahead of him to Yosef, to show the way before him to Goshen, and
they came to the land of Goshen. )

The Bnei Yissaschar notes two curious points: First, he
questions why Yaakov specifically sent Yehudah, as opposed to any
of the other brothers, and second, he inquires as to why the passuk
uses the complex word nyvh, meaning “to Goshen,” instead of the
simpler phrase 1 9x, which also means “to Goshen.”

He explains that when Yaakov was descending to Egypt, he

‘recognized that the Egyptian exile that was about to begin was
>Ehe source of the four major exiles that the Jews would endure
+throughout history: the Babylonian exile, the Persian-Median exile

the Syrian-Greek exile, and the Roman exile (which we are still in
today). The term Ny was used because its letters allude to these
four exiles, Every person has four kochos (strengths): (1) the koach

A of the vy, the soul; (2) the koach of the yu, the physical body; (3)

the koach of the 53y, the intellect; and (4) 52, all, a strength that
comes when all of these kochos are combined together.
Each one of the four exiles corresponds to one of these four

kochos, in that each nation focused its designs on obliterating one
of them. The Babylonians went after our.souls, as they were the

first to stop the daily korbanos (offerings) and destroy the Beis
HaMikdash. The Persian-Medians went after our physical bodies.
és Haman, who lived in that era, wanted to kill every Jew at the
time of Purim..The Syrian-Greeks wanted us to assimilate into
Greek culture and forget Torah and mitzvos, and so they went after
our intellect. And finally, the Romans went after our souls, bodies,
and intellects. They went after it all! By using the word nv.
Yaakov alluded to these four exiles, as the letters of nyy stand for
the words qnﬁ,ﬂ‘&\?, Va3, and 521
&
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10 Megillas Antiochus it 1s recorded that the
Greeks chose to ban the performance of three spécific mitz-
vos — Shabbos, circumcision, and Rosh Chodesh. However,

no reason is given as to why they militated against those three
precepts i particular.
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The answer lies in a verse in Vayikra, oayn 1o 0anx 971an
% oy (Vayikra 20:26) which Rashi interprets as meaning,
“If the Jewish pcople keep apart from other nations then they
will be protected by Hashem. "The corollary, however, is also
true. — if thg,ym(‘.g_xl._s_qy_t_ and fraternize, their future 1s bleak.
Once the main barriers are down and Yidden are enticed into
adopting the practices of their 11eighb0urs_,‘_they will lose their
special identity and soon cease to exist. .
With this in mind, the Hellenists decided to undermine
r“splendid isolation” by prohibiting three mitzvos, each of
W}‘lll.h contributes in no small measure to the uniqueness of
kial Yisroel. The first was bris milah — the sign of the Divine
covenant that we bear on our body and which distinguishes
us in a physical sense. This bris kodesh not only sanctifies our
flesh and blood — it proclaims also our exclusive relationship

with Hashem down to the most corporal detail.

The second ordinance under fire was Shabbos, which in-
volved the field of commerce. Throughout the gentile world
Sunday 1s the day of rest on which trading ceases. Jews are
different, refraining from work on Saturday, which makes our
™ business schedule at variance with others. The Hellenists were

determined to stamp out this nonconformance in the mar-

ketplace and Shabbos was declared a weekday.

\2) Finally Rosh Chodesh, which is another major example
of our d1sumuvencss AH other nations n_their yearly cal- _
endar accordmg to the movement of the sun, whereas we cal-
culate our calendar on the basis of the position of the moon
and celebrate the day when it begins to renew itself. This dis-
parity between us, however, goes much deeper. Logically, to

b base one’s daily life on the solar system makes more sense since
the sun provides all the light and heat in the world. In contrast,

'Eht‘ moon has nothing of its own and merely reflects the light

which it receives from the sun. The gentile nations place their
a reliance on human reason and therefore, follow the solar calen-

dar. We, however, bow to the superior intellect of Hashem and
accept unreservedly His command to conduct our lives accord-.
ing to the lunar system. Thus, the observance of Roosh Chodesh
and all that it implies indicates profoundly the singularity of
/Jews not only in physical and commercial matters but alﬁo in

the Hellenists towards these three _L epts in par g.cula:

The battle lines were drawn: to make us conform and be-
come like them. In a symbolic and challenging act % wowm
onnwn, they purposely defiled all the oil in the temple. Oil
1s a substance that does not mix with other liquids and it
symbolises klal Yisroel who refuse to blend with gentiles. This
attitude was an anathema to them, and the sacred oil had to
be profaned.

‘L# Thanks to Hashem our enemy did not succeed. The bar-

ricades remained intact and we managed to preserve our sta-
tus of now 7119 oy, a nation that dwells alone and refuses to

be luréd into the other camp. Significantly, our victory was
crowned with the miracle of oil in the sanctuary, through
which the wondrous salvation of Divine power was revealed.
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- Hashem showed FElal Yisroel that therein lay their merit and

protection. By not fraternizing with alien cultures they would,

like oil, always remain on top and deserve *» ni tofbe cham-

pioned by Hashem.
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Yavan descended from Yetes. Qur Sages tell us (Megillah 9b) that
the verse “Yaft Elokim I'Yefes — May G-d beautify Yefes” from No-
ach’s blessing (Bereishis 9:27) refers to the old Greek alphaber, which
can be used to write a sefer Torah. Thus, “vyishkon bohalei Shem —
may it reside in the tents of Shem” (ibid.). However, Yavan ook
their physical quality of external beauty and instead of connecting it

L[O the inner spiritual quality of Shem, they rorally rejected the inner
spirituality and viewed the externals as the only reality of existence.
They embodied chochmah chitzunis, external wisdom, based only on
logic and human reason, rejecting the divinely revealed wisdom of
the Torah completely. They also exrolled physical beauty and physi-
cal migh. Sport and war became the essence of Greck culture, which
they sought to spread to the entire world.

Perhaps the word yavan itself represents cheir approach to the
world. The three letrers chat spell Yavan — yud, vav, and nun — are

basically Jines with no framework to contain anything, represent-
5}\ing, a totally external outlook of the world, with no inner content.
They also represent the quantitative view of the world thar is as-
~J sociated with physical externals, as opposed to 2 qualitative view of
the world thar is associated with inner spiritual values. The physical
world comes in three generic sizes: small, medium, and large. The
three lines of Yavan — the small yud, the medium vy and the large
nun — represent chis quantitative view of the world, as opposed w
spxriruai matters, which vary in degree, not in size.

& Additionally, these theee lerrer-lines ure parallel, representing the
facr thar the physical world has no unity. It is made up of individual
items that have no point of connection. Only the spiritual realm
unires all physical things into one unity under Hashem.

b Yavan spelled backward is #0, “beaury.” They totally distorted the
concept of beauty, turning it around. This emphasis on the externals
had an influence over those Jews whose whole relationship with and
view of the Torah was merely an external relationship and view.

\KLAL YISRAEL'S FLAW
Thq Bach comments in the beginning of Iilchos Chanukah that
the Jewish people’s flaw, the fault that made them vulnerable to
the decrees of Antiochus, was a deficiency in the area of zvpdah — in
their sacrifices and the prayer service in the Temple. This weakness
left them vulnerable to the cessation and desecration of this service
by the Greek decrees,
What is the significance of this aspect of Torah life? The prophet ad-
monished the people because the Torah was observed “tzav ltzav... —a
command here, a command there, a line here, a line there, a little.

here, a litde there” (Yeshayahy 28:10). G-d does not want from us

613 disjunctive and independent acts, buc rather “achas diber Elokim
A G-d spoke one” (Tehillim 62:12); G-d gave us one unified word.
He gave us one unified lifestyle of holiness and punty. We must be-
come, individually and collectively, G-d's Mikdash, where His pres-
ence will be presented to the entire world, by a nation of holy Ko-
hanim. However, “shenayim zu shamati — | heard two' (ibid.). We
human beings living in 2 world consisting of many manifold objects
cannot relate directly to the unified will of G-d without breaking it
down into smaller components. '

Imaginca gigahric lightbulb too bright and tao large w be viewed

at one time. So the lightbulb is encased in a globe with 613 windows
carved out of it. Through each window one can view one small por-
tion of the vast lightbulh. When one looks through all 613 windows,
one after the other, he gets a composite picture of the lightbulb in
its entirery. So, too, mitzvos are the windows that reveal the one
all-encompassing will of Hashem. They represent the totality of the
Jew’s life and lifestyle from different perspectives. One who views
the mitzvos as separate disjunctive commands, even thoyeh he is
“shomeia Ukal Hashern” (Shemos 15:26) — evén though hetfcars the
external commands of Hashem and obeys them — nonetheless he
remains an eved, a slave, who relates to commands alone. On the
other hand, one who is “shomeia bkol Hashem” (Devarim 30:8) —
one who hears “into’ those cormmands, what their implications are,
how they shed light on the all-encompassing will of Hashem for his

~
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~entire life, personality, lifestyle, goals, and values, he is like a son
who anticipates and concerns himself with the will of his parents
and the lifestyle and personality that the parents wish to engender in
him through the direcrives they give him.

In this respect, “Ner mitzvah v'Torah ohr — A commandment

is a candle and the Torah is light” (Mishlei 6:23). The mitzvos are

a receptacle for the oil that forms che light disseminared by the To-
X-rah, which generates a Torah personality and lifestyle. The avodah of

prayer and sacrihce, and the environment of the Mikdash, put the

various mitzvos into the perspective of a relationship with Hashem

d encompassed all of life and its components.

N During the period preceding Chanukah, Jews were weak in this

qvodah. Torah observance became mere external compliance to the

commands. The implication of the lifestyle 1o be created by those

commands, the creation of a nation of holy Kohanim who would

become che actual Mikdash of G-d's presence, was ignored. Shab-
//:ﬁ(ns was observed but did not impart a lifestyle that strove for the _

spiritual world reptesented by Shabbos. Rather, those shomrei Shab-

bos spent their six workdays expanding their marerialistic goals, and

that’s what formed their life’s ambition and influenced all cheir deci-
sions and conduct, not the Torah, not Shabbos. They abserved the_

letter of the law but failed to be imbued with the holiness and purity

4that those laws imply. The Yiddishtkeit was dark and external, and the

preciousness of the chosen nation was diminished.
ﬁi

& This very shallow appreciation of a true Torah lifessyle induced
some to be totally influenced by the Greek way of life. If one views -

the Torah only externally, it can’t match the bcaufj; and grandeur of
the externals of Greece. Therefore they accepred it as an alwernative
to the drab Jewish existence that left them feeling disillusioned and
unimpressed due to its lack of real content. :

" For this reason, this period is referred o as galus Yavan, the Greek
exile — even though we were in Erez Yisracl with a Mikdash, seill
we were in exile. We may have been connected to the externals of
the land and the 'T'ernEle, gut we were millions of miles away from
their inner spiritual essence. Since the Jews had this weakness, they

ere vulnerable to the decrees of Yavan. G-d did not thwart these
decrees so that Klal Yisrael should wake up to their faults and repent
and strengthen themselves. .
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¢ The World of Eight

F F he pasuk in Mishlei (9:1) refers to the structure of this world
as hewn with seven pillars. There are seven directions to this
world,? and seven notes or. the musical scale. The physical

world was created in seven days.

o This world of seven is a world governed by laws and rules,
which we refer to as nature. The Maharal reveals that the number
eight represents the power to go beyond nature, to reach for the

supernatural, and that this is the foundation of Chanukah, the
eight-day Yom Towv.
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In the seven-day world, there is a pattern: the pauper doesn’t
suddenly become a millionaire and the handicapped individual
doesn’t unexpectedly start to dance.

That’s within nature, but ence we're in a dimension above
nature, anything is possible. That is represented by the number
eight, a world that is above ru'es and restrictions.

J&-6-

" The Midrash says that when Klal Yisrael left Mitzrayim
and arrived at the Yam Suf, it wouldn't split until it saw the
coffin of Yosef Hatzaddik. What special merit did Yo sef have
to cause this great miracle? He broke his nature. Yosef was
faced with a tremendous test. It took superhuman strength
to avoid succumbing to the wife of Potiphar, but Yosef

succeeded. He broke his human nature. Therefore, for him,

the sea could break its nature and split. He was worthy of
miracles.

~ When Klal Yisrael wasn’t passionate about avodah,
Hashem stopped the avodab. Because merely going through
the actions of the avodah is not enough. This is not the correct
way to serve Hashem. So Hashem allowed the Greeks to

P That's Chanukah. Eight days of being able to access that realm.
“here are no more barriers.

“The Rebbe was wat H_ng:” Reb Meilech reflects. “True, we are
not the Rebbe, we don't see as clearly, and baruch Hashem,
we have our stomachs, but we need to develop eyes to see the
qift we are being given, the opportunity we have to taste the

» ﬁ‘?&ﬁrﬁ'&"\g" a mau not usually available.
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But there’s a catch. 3 o1y K JMonn M pYTRY 001D UR DY 5991 TAN 935 DO

Reb Meilech pauses, looking around the room o make sire {:mw SoNnT YIS DR TR 1K TMRY 1) w3 B 00N 1 NON 'A01NY’
that everyone is following as he reveals the secrel. W mann Tha IR ,AYIERD FOUN DR Dp9TH p1 UK DRWI NIt

' 5
You don't get to access this koach, the power of the number  JPIWR1 1P1BA "DYD A B IR Y5 1N WK AWUYD MUy 1Y
(PN YR NIDTA YT NN

eight, by just walking through like a tourist, looking around. You
have to live it. You have to feel it deep inside. The Gemara says 2
that Chazal were kovei'a, they established this Yom Tov, and that - ) o ,—ffg
means the koach of these days is also established, fixed in time. Be mmun o EYTIIRR TN
*kovci ‘a it in yourself! e BN B NI T B
The Chiddushei HaRim writes that we say the berachah of wicEgva
She'asah Nissim specifically at the time of lighting candles,
though the berachah is connected with the day itself, not this
mitzvah, because “the light of the miracles is awakened through
~ lighting the candles!”
~/ 1t happened then, and it happens now. Bazman hazeh. Today.
“Gam hayom” are the words that the Yetev Lev uses, “now as
well.” L'hivasha bahem gam hayom, to achieve salvation through
them today as well... Tt happened once and it happens every
., single year.
Reb Meilech’s face is fiery red as he repeats. us if in disbelief,
“Gam hayom, gam hayom, gam hayom.”
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Today, now as then. . AR N33 IMIopa PV KW
¥ Reach for the realm beyond seven, the realm of eight, and ask byipa RYW AN MR s
for miracles, expec?t miracles, and live miracles. nHR2 MM TR wWwRd ranton o/

The Machzor Vitri, wrlt‘tun by Rav Simcha, a talmid of Rashi, WINTW 579005 Y9503 T2TT IR
writes that the name of this Yom Tov, “Chanukah,” is connected X5 eyw a7 o
4 to the word chaninagh. This, he explains, is because the Divine 1 B e~
approach at that time was to act with us lifim meshuras hadin, Pae. 163 ,751ER K TR AR XY
not in accordance with our actions, but with His mercy. It was a MR_PYIY_W 1D WD Xnw
time of Heavenly grace and benevolence and we were given far FY nmmga Syon YR IS X010
more than we deserved. 12
This flow of chaninah, says the Sfas Emes, lasted throughout
the generations, a break in the usual natural order of things and
an opportunity to reach for the extraordinary.
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Breaking Nature = Al -

The nature of most people is that if something doesn’t
directly affect them, they don't get too excited about it.
People are naturally lazy and are not eager to get involved. So
when a Jew goes against his nature for Hashem, when he acts
with passion, he is breaking his nature. This is meliras nefesh.
He is subjugating his nature to Hashem. And for whom
will Hashem perform miracles? For whom does He break
nature? For a person who breaks his nature for Hashem.

AL phenomenon works middah K neged middah (measure
for measure). If we break our nature to serve Hashem, then
Hashem will perform miracles — a break in nature — for us.
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~J, Chanukah is not about an external yeshuah. It's about asking VNI I T DRN NG MY DAY DX ¥13 1"apnY 1 n’m'nv%

7™ that we, the way we are, should learn to enjoy who we are. '

-AapN IR DWW
“Pyurkan” also means the removal of a burden. That's what

we are mispallel for when we cry out to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

We daven that our burdens should not become the reason ‘

we aren’t smiling; they shouldn’t hold us back from enjoying 9N YV 1Im ya0n Tonna %91 MM HW YR 92 1N NMRIN

life. It’s such a pity that people get so caught up in their DPANN N2WRY — 91210 — P M a9mMn N NN 2wnY? TWER MY

—— sbanm TAENW IRTI2 NN *0I2

=3

emotions, concerns, and worries. There’s so much in life that Arapny 02 D70 RY) YAV MW RY AT ,0%190 Yv onmoRm 0P
we can enjoy. The segulah of ner Chanukab is to stimulate that ~ __gopn 50 990 79080 RYR ,07IN0) D701 YV 113 RY 1R Dt WY
simchah. PO PIYAN ,DPA TIY Y7911 NDINK NNV 171V [RI WY A0 L"aPR)
- 5 MR X3 W 1 ,N12WN 19 nYapn v 13 T RYNINYG TWAR 120 — NI
LH This is why we have a unique halachah for neiros Chanukah 2t 11 e ! ’, :mL ’,:n mm' o _1' i _m;“‘v\)
that don’t exist by any other mitzvah. We say a brachah 2WN1 11257 7Y TNV MV | \J Y VTN ]
. . !
just for seeing ner Chanukak. If somebody doesn’t have the by 1770 AT TRT 532 Y191 RV — DTN VR DR1 APIY 39 bapnw

opportunity to light Chanukah candles, he says the &rachah of
~ Sheé asah Nissim upon seeing someone else’s lit candles. Where
do you find a brachah for just seeing an object of a mitzvah,
other than by neiros Chanukah? If you see matzah but can’t eat
it, you don’t make a br.:zcbab. Itis onl?f by these neiros, because v ot Srawa o D’m’::’.ﬂ
@ the whole yesod of neiros Chanukah is that whoever you are,
whatever your matzav is, lighten up. Don’t look elsewhere.

AnN5RN 03 10 — DIDINY NN M3 AW 1A N2apn Jwn) - ooy
AR AT AIRYY TWARY RTY DY YV 17T IRY? — j0wn HY 00N 1M
’ 1290 Yy D971nwa NIaw e nvapnn 1'p ,n"apn

SN Al onin ol 1MAaRy ool NYYY” (RN 12730 No1I 1M

Don’t look at the other side of the mountain; look at who AODINN MR TAX N DWH AT (T DRn 0717 NN DYWpnn naam
you are. pnn paY ImY Praon Ry MTM 170 jn1at EA)
% Additionally, you are supposed to light the zer Chanukah 7WY 938 ,"ONN D072 001N NR AYY 1"IpR DIBR 07PN RIDN IR
in your house, where you live. Because the whole purpose of — Py 3 ,PWIY Ot DR VY 21311 NN 127 9wl Apva omR
neiros Chanukah is that you should not dream of a different AR — DDA TWPIV A1 AY5A WOIN MR ANV DI — YR MINT
house or a different life. It's taking your house, your life, ar}d (,ANY JDYN Y DN IR P 59 DTN v 9 IR RpNT — 09PN RI0N -
improving your situation without changing anything about 1 Zvﬁm 00N SY DIN MR DN A AR DYDY VPN YWY NeN )T ]
just by letting in the light. £291% PR KD DI NYY) NIV NAIPNIJINY NI NDEI TIMA IRV
That's what neiros Chanukah teach us. Ner Chanukgh takes RN nawpna 25 ta = NI R 51w TIVIN AN DINY P ,0IN N8

our most difficult moments in life fmd .ligfhtms them “P-dN” 72 92 'OIN KD F DNY 73R TRD 91T ©) AN At D DRI oMY D0 MR
KC}J“"”&“‘!’ reminds us that everything is for a reason and We A2 DR D37 RN N RN DI AR TRD DY MR 000 72X

~/

4 h hat reason is. Wﬁ just have to fﬁﬁl TR e
don’t have to know what t ? J MDA [ NF PR QAN DAY DV0IN TR WY NIA {in_ 213wl i

DR DM NNIRY 0’01 NWY M oY TN P N8Y DPTIRN DRNNUNIY
70701 DOY NYY 'V DI NS WY AR LMD MINT ORD 1IN 0 0 DRY AT
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in our hearts that there is an Ohr Haganuz. Let the light seep
-'in, and you'll see — plenty of simchos will follow.




