Dramatic Dialectic

Dedicated in Memory of
Yaakov Yosef ben Natan Nata
- and
Chaim ben Menachem Mayer

) ) Y Teshuvah R, \gq,n;.k,‘

What is the appropnate mood for this day? Let us consult the words
of our Sages and see the various elements that together make up the
atmosphere of Rosh Hashanah.

On the one hand, we find the following statement in the Gemara

regarding the very noticeable absence of Hallel from our festive prayers
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur:?

—

The angels asked before the Holy One, Blessed is HZ“]\/Taster
of the world, why are the Jewish People not singing [Hallel]
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before You on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Klppur?”He [Hashem]
responded, “Can it be that the King is sitting on the throne of

judgment, and the books of the living and the dead are open

before Him,{and the Jewish People are singing?”

From these words we see that even a regular feature of the festival
prayers such as Hallel, which is a mitzvah, is considered incongruous

with the serious nature of the day.
On the other hand, the Midrash has the fo]lowmg to say about how
we should conduct ourselves on Rosh Hashanah:?

- - - )
It is the way of the world that if one has a judgment pending, he
wears black clothing, leaves his beard unkempt, and doesn’t trim his

nails, for he doesn’t know how his judgment will turn out. However,

the Jewish People are not like that; they wear white clothing,

trim their beards and nails, and eat, dririk, and rejoice on Rosh)
Hashanah, for they know the Holy One, Blessed is He, will perfo@
amiracle for them [and give their judgment a favorable outcome].

The answer, says R’ Wolbe, is that everything we have discussed in

this chapter is summed up in these two words. During these days, Jonn
o i The king, is vownn — the judgment! The essence of the judgment of
Rosh Hashanah is how we relate to Hashem as King.

Is accepting Hashem’s kingship a simple matter? On paper, for any
believing Jew, nothing could be simpler! Yet, somehow it doesn't al-
ways seem so simple, perhaps because we are not so simple. Maybe this
idea does not accompany us on a conscious level throughout the year.
Perhaps we don’t naturally think about it, as we would prefer to con-_

sider ourselves to be in charge. The avodah of Malchuyos is about seeingL‘

past the world as we tend to view it, with us firmly in the center. It is
about battling against the diminished consciousness in which we like to /
envelop ourselves throughout the year. Rosh Hashanah demands that

'}we have a proper think about our lives and our role in the world, and
restore our perspective on ourselves and our relationship with Hashem.
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OFTEN, WE ARE SO busy on Rosh Hashanah makmg Hashem
*King over the entire world that we forget that we are also

ou:selve And real]y, the only way Hashem becomes King

over the world is through each of us personally accepting His

rulership upon ourselves, similar to reciting Shema.

~A reciting of Kerzas Shema can only mﬂuence its penod

of time. Because a Jew needs to constigntly be under kabbalas

ol malchus Shamayim, in a state of acceptance of the yoke of

Heavenly kingship — i.e,, in a state of service to Hashem —

~we recite Shema each morning and night. Once the time

hahgés — night falls or morning begins — we need a ney

kabbalas ol malchus Shamayim.

L : -
so does each yeari®n Rosh Hashanah, we accept ol malchus

Just as each night and morning requires its Kerias Sherna,

S_hamayim through the pesukim of Malchuyos, which conclude
with “Shema Yisrael, Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad.” This
“Kerias Shema” of Rosh Hashanah is to last for the entire year.

The Slohimer rebbes® read the instruction, *19% 1MX
by WIORRY 12 niaon,* as, “Say Malchuyos before Me .

with enough fervor that I should become King over you for

_ the entire year.” The work of Rosh Hashanah is to accept

Hashem as King over ourselves so strongly that we remain

His servants for the entire year.
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On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, we read the story of
the akeidah, which concludes with the birth of Rivkah.
This is mentioned among the birth of twelve resha’im,
the last of whom who is noyn. noyn is the roshei teivos
of oiyn 3 Y¥ 7iom, ‘reign upon the entire warld”
The goal of all our efforts and tefillos on Rosh Ha-

-
L4

shanah is that Hashem should be King over everyone
and everything — even the tumah should serve as a

means for His revelation.
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“Thus said Hashem, King of Yisrael and its Re-
deemer, the Lord of Hosts: ‘T am the first and I am the last, and aside
from Me, there is no God"” (Yeshayahu 44:6).
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“

AFTER HAKADOSH Baruch Hu redeems Yisrael with an ever-
lasting deliverance, He alone will be the King of Yisrael, and
no other king of any other nation will rule them. This is what
“King” and “Redeemer” imply (Radak). Additionally, it might

Pe said that because HaKadosh Baruch Hu is SR 797, the King |

of Yisrael, and Yisrael are His nation, He will act as 19X3, their

Redeemer.
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Akeidas Yitzchak. An angel who is ¢reated through the performance

( of a mitzvah mirrors the quality of the mitzvah that spawned it, and
is as complete as that mitzvah was. Accordingly, because Avraham
performed the Akeidah perfectly, the angel that was formed from
this mitzvah represented the height -of perfection.

This angel was able to declare to Avraham: REE 2 |y nny
nnK ooriox, now I know that you are a God-fearing man, because he
knew this »mn — from his very self. Seeing that he was perfectly

Yformed, he understood that the mitzvah through which he had been
created must have been done perfectly.

() The Terror of the Angels

The idea that‘1 the quality of an angel reflects the quality of the
titzvah that spawned it has been used to explain the following
&words of the (’'nesaneh Tokef prayer: Tnmx® Iy M (non? o870
P2 YR K7 03 ]2 of i KoY Sy Tpob P o man R, Angels
will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them — and they will
say, “Behold, it is the-Day of Judgment, to muster the heavenly host
for judgment!” — for they cannot be vindicated in Your eyes in judg-
ment. How is it possible to pass judgment upon angels, who have
no free will and therefore cannot be punished or rewarded? And,
that being the case, why should the angels be terrified of judgment?
According to what we explained above, these words can be
understood as referring to the angels that are created from the
mitzvos we do. On the Day of Judgment, the quality — and not
& just quantity — of our mitzvos is scrutinized. Indeed, the Rambam
teaches (Hilchos Teshuvah 3:2) that Hashem, Who is all-knowing,
assesses our merits and transgressions not by their quantity, but
. rather by their magnitude: one merit can outweigh several trans-
gressions, while one transgression can outweigh several merits.
@&This assessment of our merits and transgressions is performed
y examining the angels created through our deeds, determining
their size, and deciding how much weight they should be assigned.
Sometimes, due to the profundity of the judgment, it is determined
that an angel who stands on the side of the mitzvos actually belongs
in a different camp, and that angel is evicted from its place, or is
rendered incomplete in accordance with the manner in which the
mitzvah was done. The Gemara alludes to this idea when it states
that the wings of the holy chayos are diminished.
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AS THE FEAR GREW, THE POWERS OF EVIL WERE DEVASTATED,
'AND YISRAEL BECAME WORTHY OF RECEIVING THE TORAH
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world that occurred at-the moment of the giving of the Torah.
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If a servant of the king should go missingifor an extended

period without explanation, using his absence to act in a
way that is inappropriate and even reprehensible, upon his
return he will be subjected to extensive investigation and
grueling questioning.

If someone’s son likewise goes missing without warning or
explanation, and acts in a shameful and destructive manner,
when he finally returns home, he too will be subject to many
harsh questions from his father, but not before receiving an
embrace that he is home again.

1

.

4
L4

Hashem is our King, One from Whom we may have gone “missing”

at certain points during the past year, and One before Whom we will
need to answer for ourselves. But first He is our Father, and His embrace
upon our return should encourage us to repair any damage or distance,
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and strive to be our best, both as His sons and as His subjects.®
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It is incumbent upon every Jewish person to strive for his
perfechon Aside from this individual responsibility, the general
community of Klal Yisrael is duty-bound to rectify the entire cre=
ation through gvodah (service of Hashem) during all the genera-

* tions and to bring creation to its ultimate perfection. This com-
pleteness or perfection, termed as MRYWn N7KX3, “the complete
Redemption,” is like one whole structure, which is constructed

and assembled from many stones. Every Jew has his own part
— his own stone in the erection of this perfect building. It fol-
lows, therefore, that the perfection of the building — which is
being built by all the generations — depends on each individual
bullder Every single deed of each individual person is judged
according to its impact ﬁ’pon the past. In other words, the deed
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is judged to what degree it successfully continues and completes !
the avodah of the forefathers and of the previous generations or, 39

chas v'shalom, to what degree it has damaged the structure that
the past generations have already built. The work of all the gen-
erations must he viewed as a chain stretching from the first gen-_
eration to the last, of which each geperation — and each indi-
vidual person — is a link. If one link is missing or damaged, the
continuity of the chain becomes impaired. People tend to think,
incorrectly, that their deeds are relevant exclusively to them-
selves, at this particular place and time. They do not realize that
their actionsimpact the entire creation! c

: 17(,1 For the same reason, HaKadosh Baruch Hu reflects upon the
future as well when judging the present. It is in order to ascer-
}Ytam to what extent each deed of each individual person consti-
tutes another step towards the eventual completion of the goal in
the chain of generations. Each generation, and each individual,
- has a unique task in bringing about the final Redemption. Cre-
ation will achieve its final petfection when Mashiach will come
through the culmination of each individual’s deeds in every gen-
eration. In the blessing of Zichronos, our Sages show us the heavy
responsibility carried by each one of us beyond the individual
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scope, and the duty to fulfill our avodas Hashem with_each action
so that it should hasten the coming of the Redemption.:
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Wéxplain, based on the Midrash (Bereishis EEEE?S:,L]T ,
that although Avraham Avinu set out joyously to perform tf

Y Akeidah, he nevertheless wept, as the Midrash describes:
* stretches out his hand to take the Knife, and his eyes shed teg
which.fall into the eyes of Yitzchak out of a father's compassi

and nevertheless his heart is happy to fulfill the will of his Maken

The Midrash makes it clear that, although Avraham was hap)
to do Hashem's mitzvah, he still experienced the compassion
feelings of a father toward his son, and tears therefore pourefd frie :
his eyes. Hashem saw his pain and answered the prayer imp

_in his tears even though he did not actually utter a prayer froft

his mouth.
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___ _———— " "And the Eternal will appear over them and
His arrow will go forth like lightning and Hashem Elokim will
saiind the shofar and go with stormwinds southward. The Lord of
Hosts will protect them” (Zechariah 9:14-15).

Rashi has a second coinmentary on this verse, which explains
it as dealing with the epoch of the final, ultimate Redemption.

Hashem Yisbarach will reveal Himself to Klal Yisrael. His arrow
will go forth to fight the war of His nation. It will speedll.y def-eat
{‘all the enemy nations, and burn them up like a bolt of lightning
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that destroys in a single moment. Hashem Yisbarach will sound

\the shofar to accomplish two goals: to shock and c'onfuse the r}a- FIMNWY MHYY YD MK 1912m | PIRT UIwY Impa 17Ipn YW TmKa
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Rosh Hashanah is a Yom Tov on which we eat-a seudah
and rejoice. We are happy to crown the King of all kings upon
us. Tt takes effort and inner strength to subjugate ourselves .-
to Hashem, but we are happy because this is our true, inner
desire. Our joy in crowning Hashem King is the determining

¢ factor of our judgment; it indicates that our true joy and hap-
piness in life is bringing nachas to Hashem.

[’31 NN 49
ST CAX X3 VI WINY 1YY 128 DX 7T Y3 05w K YR LDRI? R ¥
S ovran oy bW DU9ORAT oy oW hvaa bW 0ann oy Chw nbwn B
wmmea_optaby boy 82 OR LAIN2 owp PRI CBd amnae PR —
— QY pniT Mvon; YW p2nbnan Yw nmIxoya 0rwyn IRWeI KPR WRI2WRm
NP MY Mwainm ntbyonn (3 Y31 .oopwaw AR DI¥T PR 31pnl 1R 7D
DIANGY [0 7200 %R %0 3N IR YW DaTi 1 PR MR 1w
120 1M YW N23p - MM LAY AT I — A1 DY LW 3an 1w Py






